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I sit beside my lonely fire;
And pray for wisdom yet;

For calmness to remember
Or courage to forget.

.Aide.

Genera, 1920.
^ f TS only half a league," objected a smart

J heckler in the summer of 1919. "It IS only
half a league," Lord Robert Cecil replied,

but it's half a league onward!" Lord Robert's retort,then based upon the theory of the covenant,
is borne out by the actual performance of the assemblynow sitting in Geneva.

To the Armenians it is a matter of desperate
concern whether they are to be protected by the
league's intervention. To the Poles it is professedly
a matter of life or death that plebiscites in outlyingareas should be honestly conducted. And it is
essential to the economic rehabilitation of Europe
that plans should be speedily worked out looking
toward general disarmament.

Yet, even though the assembly should adjourn
and leave every one of these important questions to
the tender mercies of a powerless and perfunctory
commission, one single achievement of the Geneva
session would justify the league's existence.

The long-standing secret processes of diplomacy
have been dealt a stunning blow. Never before in
the history of international relations have representativesof sovereign states stood on their feet to
shout from the housetops what they are accustomed
to insinuate in closets and corridors. Viviani, the
matchless orator of France, has let loose a flood of
frank opinion calculated to wash dust and cobwebs
from the high rafters of European chancelleries.

Lord Robert Cecil has thrust his tall, gaunt,
atooping figure and his courageous spirit up against
the bulk of his prime minister. And a certain
Honorio Pueyrredon, of Argentina.one of the socalledminor states!.has had the "effrontery" to
propose that all nine members of the council of the
league should be elected by the assembly, and that |
®o reserved seats should be kept in perpetuity for
the "principal allied and associated powers."

Why the Irish are "agin' the league" is a mystery.For South Africa, through Cecil, is making
life miserable for Lloyd George; Barnes, the British
labor delegate, is at odds with Fisher, his colleague;
Australia and New Zealand are embarrassing Westminsterwith their insistence on a "white," antiJapanesepolicy.

Altogether, Geneva looks more like a DonnybrookFair than the still abiding place of the dove
f peace. Open covenants are not openly arrived

at to the accompaniment of beer and skittles. Diplomacyproceeding "always frankly and in the publicview" is not the solemn processional that PresidentWilson may have pictured.
But forty-two members of the league are having

an honest try at it, stripped of ppmp and circumstance.It may prove, in the end, to be too human
a thing for the "so-called human race;" but this
year «f Geneva 1920 will loom bigger in the story
of international relations than any dreary cycle of
the dusty diplomacy of Cathay.

The Past Is Past.
The one outstanding fact which this Congress

should keep constantly before it and never forget is
that President Wilson is through. Hjs administrationshave already passed into history.

He recognized this himself in his message. He
recommended little and urged nothing. Why, then,
indulge in shadow fighting? It is not to be believedthat Congress will. It is only believable that
it will go about its business as though the White
House was empty.

In fact the Senate seems to have very sensibly
token this position. The Knox peace resolution is
to remain in its pigeonhole. It should never again
aee the light It was born in partisanship; it should
die with it

bndget bill should be taken up and passed
fa this same spirit. The election is over. It was

BfSciently won without rubbing it in. If Mr. Harding« to usher in a period of harmony and effective
service, that period need not wait for his inauguraHe

opened the door, wide open, and let loose the
More in Ma speech to his confreres. He exorcised
the shadow of the administration and both he and
Congress hare problems enough to solve without
Weighting them with any semblance of antagonism
£0 anyone, or a shade of the personal.

'"ion has started right It promises to be
p business session and anyone who tries to inject
*7 poison germs should be promptly squelched'

Austria's Struggle
Many reports sent from Austria vividly describethe gayety which prevails in the face of deplorableconditions existing there today. The- inferencethat may be drawn in America from these

reports that the people are spending the greater
part of their time and energies in a desperate attemptto enjoy themselves while they are kept
from starvation by the benevolence of America, is
»ot consistent with the facts.

Tfc« Austrians, it is true, are a carefree and
pfcaaare-Jovmg people, but the very fact that they
have been able to escape Bolshevism and barbarismreveals the possession of qualities more
valuable than a great love of pleasure. Since the
armistice Austria has been making a splendid fight
for .ts life, though handicapped by theory severe
conditions of the treaty of St Germain.

^be fact that Austria, of all the former enemy
tates, was the first voted eligible for membership

in the league of nations is an indication that those
states which are represented at Geneva are aware
Df Austrfj's effort Admission to the league will

not solve Austria's problem*, but it may be. the
first step in a movement which should result in
giving Austria a fair chance to exist as an independentstate. /,

'As an indication of the spirit-which is prevalent
among all classes of the Austrian population, a
recent decision of the Miners' Union is significant.
Aware that the distressed population of Vienna
face a winter with an available coal supply wholly
inadequate for the minimum needs of private individuals,to say nothing of industrial plants, the
coal miners have agreed to work an additional
shift on Sunday for the usual wage.

The excess of production over normal' which
will result is to be sent to Vienna, the government
providing free transportation and the colliery ownersselling the coal at cost.

In connection with this question of coal, it
must be remembered that the present Austria, as
created by the Peace Conference, does not contain
those territories which formerly supplied the Austro-HungarianEmpire with its coal. The Austrians,
therefore, are in a great measure dependent upon
foreign countries for their fuel.

Since those nations of Europe which produce
coal do not have sufficient for their own needs,
it can be easily understood that the situation in
Austria has been particularly acute. The shortage
of coal has been by no means the least of the contributarycauses of the failure of Austrian industryto recover.

Very strenuous efforts have been made by thd
Austrians to supply their own needs from the limitedresources" which they possess. Their output
of both anthracite and soft coal has been doubled
since 1918. Attempts have also been made to discoverand utilize other mineral fuel.

Naphtha borings have been started in Upper
Austria and oil-shale mines are now being operated
in the Tyrol. Exploitation of peat fields in various
parts of Austria has been attempted, but owing to
the difficulties of procuring the necessary machineryfrom abroad and because of the floods of last
September, only a very small output has been securedthis year.

In an endeavor to eke out the available supply
of fuel the "Warmewirtschaft Gesellschaft," the Societyof Calorification, has been founded and subsidizedby the state. It is the purpose of this societyto study existing heating arrangements and
to determine how and to what extent fuel can be
saved by more careful supervision or by alteration
of the heating apparatus now in use.

It is also intended to instruct the public at
large and particularly the personnel of heating
plants in the best methods of utilizing the limited
ration of fuel which is available.

There is no doubt that Austrians are putting
forth their best efforts to work out their own salvation,but the difficulties against which they have
had to struggle have made their efforts appear to
be almost hopeless.

They have successfully fought the menace of
Bolshevism in the midst of conditions most favorablefor the success of Red propaganda. A moderategovernment has been established and has
survived, but Austrians declare that under the conditionswhich have been imposed, an independent
government cannot long continue to exist.

Constantine "Pages" Himself
Partly, at least, recognizing the hornets' nest

to which he returns, King Constantine appeals to
the people of the United States. In this he is
true to form. Every King and every state that
rides folly to a fall, turns here for help and sympathy.

Proudly he proclaims that he is an elected King.
Needing a certificate of character, even in that
role, lie declares: "I have never been pro-German
nor was I well disposed to Germany in the war."

In the pose of popular recall and loyal friend,
he "pages" himself. Unhappily for him, his record
belies his words. In 1915 he encouraged Bulgaria
to a German alliance by telling her minister: "We
arc going to act now with Austria and Germany. It
would, therefore, be suicide if, in opposing you,
we declared war againit_two great powers."

Greece refused to fulfill her treaty with Serbia
when attacked by Bulgaria. She saw her treaty
violated and Serbia overrun. Later she let Bulgaria
occupy a part of her territory in a war measure

against the allies.
A whole division of Greek troops surrendered

to the Bulgarians and were interned in Germany.
Constantine alone was responsible for this. He
opposed Venizelos solely because of the latter's
policy of friendship with Germany's enemies.

He was in constant correspondence with Berlin.He urged an attack on the French and Ital'
ians through his own northern provinces, promisingto attack with his own troops from the south.

In the earliest days of the war he wired to Berlin:"The Emperor knows that Ay personal sympathiesand political opinions draw me toward
him." He did not change to the day the French
were forced to drive him as an enemy, from his
throne. But anybody can lie to the United States.
We are easy.

Not Economy. '

The United States houses its shell-shocked,
neurotic, semi-insane soldiers in firetraps. It is
not a cause fbr surprise fhat the result was a fire
at the Walter Reed Hospital, which might easily
have been a holocaust.

The men sent to these hospitals come from the
battlefields of France. It is not remarkable that
the great war far exceeded all others in the numberswho came from it with unbalanced minds.
They must go where sent for observation and treatment.They have no choice. In fact there is no

choice. The hospitals are all the same.

Time after time Congress has been asked to
authorize the building of modern, fireproof, adequatelyequipped hospitals for these soldiers. Insteadof doing this the medical service has been
told to use the hastily constructed tinder boxes
built for war emergency.

One poor, shell shocked, half-insane boy lost
his life on Sunday, because of the neglect of the
government to which he gave his life. Probably
he set the fire. Only prompt action and the absenceof wind saved a sweeping conflagration that
would have "been but less than murder for miny
half-helpless or wholly-helpless patients.

Certainly, at least, the mentally unbalanced
should be in fireproof structures. Indeed all that is
asked by the War Department for hospitals should
be granted. It could be saved some place else.

It is not economy to sacrifice our wounded
soldiers by improper housing. It is ingratitude, it
is unpatriotic, and this is never economy. It is
waste of manhood and loyalty.

A 19-year old boy sang the "Miserere" as they
marched him to the gallows in Chicago. Was it
for himself or the penal system that let his life out?

Views OfI
Visitors in

Capital
Interviews with Guests
From All Parts of
The United States.

Increased trans-Pacific cable facilitieswill do much to promote
American-Japanese amity, in the
opinion of Senzaburo Kageyama, of
Tokyo, now at the Shoreham.

Mr.Kageyama, who is inspector
general of the Japanese Ministry of
Communications, came to the United
States to attend the International
Communications Conference. This
is his second visit to Washington
and he plans to study communicationsand general conditions in
Europe.
"Japan needs improved cable communicationswith the United States,"

Mr. Kageyama declared, "and I hope
that steps will soon be taken to lay
another cable across the Pacific. The
original cable, the laying of which
in 1905 was considered such an

achievement, is no longer equal to
the task imposed upon it by tha
growth in importance of Japanese
relations with the Western world."
The Ministry of Communications,

which Mr. Kageyama has been representinghere, is one of the most
important departments of the Japanesegovernment. The Minister is
charged with the administration of
telephones, telegraphs, post roads,
the postal service, and even postal
savings banks, which Mr. Kageyama
declares have been in existence in
Japan for the last forty-six years.
HOW TO BEAUTIFY
WASHINGTON gPEEDWAT.
Mr. Kageyama has some hints for

Washington for the improvement of
the appearance of the cherry trees
which make our Speedway gay with
color every spring.

"They are planted a little too
close together," said Mr. Kageyama.
"If farther apart they would not only
thrive, but would look much better.

"I take the liberty to make this
suggestion," he e*P^a^ne<^> "because
I realize that the Japanese are more

familiar with this tree than Americans."
in his opinion the trees should be
nted at intervals just twice the

distance they are at present. He
pointed out that the trees are now

so numerous that if transplanted
and placed at the proper intervals,
they would provide the entire Speedwaywith the attractive embellishmentwhich every spring excites the
wonder and admiration of the tourist.

"In Japan," he said, "these trees
grow to a height of from twenty to
thirty feet. If Washington's trees
are left as they are at present, they
will never attain much more than
their present height."

Mr. Kageyama also points out that
from the Japanese point of view anctherproblem involved was that of
proper arrangement. As is well
known, in the subtleties of flower
and plant arrangement the Japanese
are past masters.
AGAINST CROWDING
OBJECTS OF BEAUTY.
"You must hare room for your

trees to spread out so that you can

appreciate their individual beauty,"
lie explained. "Just as in our best
Japanese homes and buildings we
do not crowd a room with vases and
objets d'art- Instead, as in Chins,
we display a few wisely selected
things of beauty. Often we put a
bit of porcelain away for a while,
lest we tire of it, only to bring it
out again at a later tiige."

Mr. Kageyama is also interested in
newspapers and publishing in general.His father, he said, had foundedthe Shimotsuke daily about forty
years ago in the province of that
name. This paper now has a circulationof 14.000 and is considered
one of the foremost dailies of Japan.
As inspector general of communicationsMr. Kageyama is greatly interestedin all mechanical devices

for the rapid transmission of news.
He spoke of a device whose adoption
he was urging on the Japanese government.

"It is a pneumatic tube to connect
the postoffice with the newspaper
office in order to save time in the
transmission of mails," he said.
He also plans to install a branch

postoffice in each newspaper office
to take care of the papers mail
alone. In this way the papers might
be dispatched from the newspaperoffice to the railroad yard with a
great saving in time. All of these
improved methods he expects to introducein Japan.

P. W. Q.

Trade Complaint Against
Indiana Firm Dismissed
The Federal Trade Commission

yesterday announced the dismissal
of its complaint of unfair competitionagainst the Prest-O-Lite Company,Inc.. Indianapolis, Ind., in the
manufacture and sale of acetylene,
and in the leasing of steel containersfor acetylene.
The complaint is dismissed withoutprejudice to the right of the

commission to issue another complaintwith respect to the same
subject matter and directed to such
respondents as the< commission may
elect.

Don't Quit on Monday.
Do not hand in your resignation

on Monday. If you must resign take
some other day in the week. That
is the day of all days when you
want to quit the job. Resist 4he
temptation. Monday is no sort of
a day to resign, according to Dr.
Louis R. Welzmlller, physical directorof the West Side Toung Men's
Christian Association, who says
that of all days in the week. It is
the day of depression.
Blue Monday 18 no joke.for thousandsof people it actually Is blue,

according to the doctor.
"Monday is blue." said the doctor,

"because with one class of folk
Sunday Is a day of great exaltation
and the next day they are down In
the valley.
"With another class, ft Is a case

of overeat and underexerclse, which
brings a depression wfien Monday
comes, and they have to take up the
regular tasks.".From the New York
Telegraph.

Results Assured.
"Do you suppose It would be

wortfc while to ask the janitor for
a little more heat?" aaked Mrs.
Wapping, with a shiver.
"Worth while, my dear?" replied

Mr. Wapping. as he rose from his
easy chair, tilted his cigar at an
assertive angle and stepped briskly
to the house telephone. "At this
season of the year, with Christmas
only a few weeks off, I should say
It would be well worth while.".
From the Birmingham Age-Herald.
Egttat! * * A

Is Everybody Ent

Dudley Chan
The Dry La\*
Parched at the dry nineteenth

hole, the Sunday golfer lights his
pipe and wonders whaat the next
amendment to the Constitution will
prohibit.

Is tobacco to be abolished? w *1*
the Puritan Sabbath return?
His flesh grows clammy as he

muses on the possibilities.a trainless.motorless Sunday, with nowhereto go except church, nothing
to read but the stale Saturday
newspapers. And spare time on
week days would be almost as
dreary, movies presenting1 serials
of the potato industry down in
Maine or snappy scenes from the
annual convention of the W. C. T.
U.; billiard rooms and bowling alleysmade over into dispensaries
for tracts. And, lurking in the
doorways, countless minions of the
law pricking up their ears for bad
words.
The more his fancy wanders the

more depressed the nineteenth
holer becomes. A few years ago he
and his kind laughed at the prohibitionists.And now those who are
credited with making the country
dry look like cats that dined on
canaries day before yesterday and
are about ready for another meal.

Seek New Conq«ie»t*.
It is true that those who wore

white ribbons when it was fashionablefor other people to wear red
noses are also thinking about reform.They plume themselves on a
glorious victory over distiller,
brewer and saloonist. It is only
natural that they should be looking
for somewhat to occupy their minds
and they are finding it in a crusade
for a national set of blue laws.
There is much which both those

who are pushing the blue law movementand those who fear it leave
out of reckoning.
The Eighteenth amendment did

not rest entirely or even largely on
the moral enthusiasm of the antiOh,

My Stars!
HOROSCOPE.

December 14, 1920,
/
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Mercury and Venus are In strongly
beneflc aspects today, according to
astrology. Jupiter and the Sun are
mildly adverse. *

Women come much tntp public
notice at this time through some
national movement, the seers foretell.
This Is a sway most favorable to

all high ambitions that women
cherish and should be helpful to effortstoward their realization.
Weddings have the best possible

direction of the stars on this date.

fhich promises constancy, proserltyand long life.
Entertainments of every sort, especiallyliterary assemblies, are

subject to the most fortunate influences.
Girls should And the rule an

auspicious one for meetings with
strangers, young and of opposite
sex. The stars are believed to cast
a glamor over womanhood, impartingnew charms and giving power
to command lasting interest.
A falling off in the number of

marriages is prognosticated for the
coming year. This may be due
largely to an increased Independence
on the part of young women.

Agitation concerning the minglingof the darker races with the whitewill become exceedingly widespread
In 1821.

Person's whose btrthdate It Is
should take good care of their
money In the coming year. Wise Industrywill bring much money In
the next few months.

Children born on this day will be
reliable, clever and industrious. In
all probability. Glrl» Kshould be
guarded against unfortunate choice
In marriage.

*

ered in theFreeFor-AllNatioi

ts of ^the Blu
7 Success InspSi
saloonists. For a generation practicallyall of the school textbooks
had drummed into the heads of
growing children the baneful effects
of the internal use of alcohol.
Modern athleticism has helped.
Every champion who divulged the
secret of his success told the boys
not to drink.

SI" Dldat Swiss It.
The great commercial interests

threw the liquor people to the
wolves and climbed upon the water
Wairon In the Interests of industrial
efficiency. The forces apparently
marshaled by the Anti-Saloon
League were really swayed by motivesquite different from those
enunciated by the platform orators
State after State concluded to stand
for prohibition for hygienic, ecoPolitical

Browsings
By Labert St Clair.

Over in Georgetown there is an
old house that was built by one of
the early secretaries of the Treasurywhich has about 100 rooms.
It now is cut Uf> into apartments of
anywhere from a room to a room
and a half apiece and, sometimes,
the room is found on one floor and
the half room on a floor above.
There a* so many winding stairways,nooks and crannies in the
house that mothers with more than
one child and no nurse find it well
to put bells on their broods to keep
track of them.
The backyard of the house is a

wonder. It includes in its decorationsan open-air theater, a chapel
which never is used, a sun porch
with cafeteria chairs for ambitious
writers, and, finally, a vault with
a grated door which some day will
contain the body of a real man. it
is said. Just now the somewhat
unusual owner of the house has the
body of a cigar store Indian in the
vault. Beside the Indian is a birchbarkcanoe. But if the Indian should
come to lif© and try to row his
way across the nearby Potomac he
probably would be disappointed.
For the canoe is only aboat eighteen
inches long.
The owner of the 'place makes a

specialty of buying up the remains
of old churches and, no matter what
kind of Junk he may acquire, he alwaysfinds a place around the dwellingfor it.

It is understood that Jimmy Sloan,
who was Col. Roosevelt's righthandbodyguard in the old days. Is
coming back to Washington with
Harding. He has been traveling
with Harding for several months.
Should Sloan return here. Hardingwould not try to wear him out

'?,nK k'*e8. or to evade him.
Col. Roosevelt, who was somewhat
more of an athlete' than Harding
is reputed to be, tried this and
failed. Jimmy weighs only about
ISO pounds, but he Is built of ateel.
His father before him was a county
sheriff, a railroad detective and did
other forma of secret service work
which gave him ^valuable training
that he handed down to Jim. Just
for good measure, too. Jim's brother
was a deputy sheriff In Illinois. \

Allan Ryan, who stirred up quite
a bit of excitement In New York
last summer by squessing the Wall
Street boys who were short on Stutz
stock, came down to Washington to
see John Skelton Williams, a few
days ago, and that made the wiseacresscratch their heads. Because
John and Allan's pa. Tom Fortune
Ryan, are not what might be called
bosom companions.
In fact, Williams never did like

Fortune Ryan at all. Many years
ago. Ryan sort of took a few millionaway from Skelton on a SeaboardAirline Railway deal, and

tal Hurdle Race?

e Law Blues
ires Puritans
nomtc and social reasons and not
chiefly because of a quickened sense
of what evangelical theology definesas sin.
[ Unless the advocates of the proposedblue laws can rouse the same
motive* they cannot have the same
success as "hp anti-alcohol crusade.
The theory that prohibition was

slipped over while America slumberedis responsible for much of the
hope, and also for much of th« apprehension.regarding the drive for
blue laws. Prohibition climbed step
by step to Its success. It conqueredmany States and lined up
Senators and Representatives. Its
ratification was won with the approval.active or passive, of a large
proportion of the voters in the necessarythirty-six States.

Shift fr«a PsritasB.
Of late years the popular sentimentagainst every vestige of the

Puritan Sabbath has been spreading
rapidly and far. We have Sunday
baseball and Sunday shows. When
the weather is not too cold or too
wet it seems as if every family in
the land was crowded Into its little
"bus" on a Sunday, rolling along
the highway on a pleasure party.
Any cordon of modern Puritans
which tries to hold the road against
them is sure to be smashed beneath
the rubber tires.
Puritanism was not the product

of a lobby. It was the natural and
inevitable reaction of turned stomachs.When the social life of Englandhad become hopelessly corrupt
in the middla of the seventeenth
century the decent common people
were quite ready to listen to a reformer.

If we ever become as sodden as
those who made Puritanism seem

necessary, we may expect an era
of blue laws. Until then neither
the man at the country club nor the
small boy on the back lot diamond
will have cause to worry about
blue laws.Uncle Dudley In the
Boston Globe.

that made the Comptroller a little
huffy. Later, right in Skelton's own
town of Richmond. Va.. Ryan erecteda fine cathedral, and the folks
down that way. presupposing that
Ryan used some of Williams' money,
promptly dubbed It "Williams' cathedral."And John, not being of
the same religious faith as Ryan,
does not enjoy the Joke very well.
Fortune Ryan did not quite break

Skelton. however, and though Skaltonhas lots of trouble holding tight
to his Job. which the Senate doas
not want him to have, he haa a
million or so with which to buy
pork chops in case he should be
blown ont into the streets.
Just in passing: One reaaon why

Allan Ryan feels free to call on

Williams may be that he Is not on
very warm terms with his pa himself.so It is said.

A lot of good Democrats who had
arranged quietly to come down to
Washington and tell Joe Tumulty,
the President's secretary. Just how
their Ststes failed to oarry out their
pre-election promises, have refrainedfrom so doing sine* they
heard about the experience of RepresentativeFrank Doremus, of
Michigan.
During the campaign Doremus.

who was In the Chicago headquartersof the Democrats, used to send
Tumulty a message avery day or ao,
telling him how Cox was going to
sweep the West, the East, the North
and the South.

After the election. Doremus slippedquietly Into the White House to
seek a little consolation from Tumulty,but he did not get it- Insteadof consoling him. Tumulty
produced all of the telegrama. which
he had aaved with great care, and
read them, one by one. At the end
of the reading. Doremus took his hat
in hand and silently departed.
Ralph Cameron, who recently was

elected to the Senate from Arisona.
went oat West to save his life, a
few years ago. and now he is as
healthy as a cinnamon bear. Ue
Just naturally has trouble keeping
himself on the ground, ha feels so
frisky.

Open Court
Letters to
The Herald

Views of Readers on
Matters of National
And Local Import.

COMCIM1XG r*OHIlmO«.
To th. Editor. TV Befsid:
HkYlm carsfully read over BW

of the excerpt* from a recent speech
by Mr. Kramer, delivered at a
luncheon of the City Club, which
was published la your paper. I
kindly ask that you grant me

space for a few remarka. In the
Erst place I would like to know
where Mr. Kramer sets hi* authorityfor the statement that the majorityof people have voted for prohibition.when It la current talk
among the American people that
prohibition wa» purchaaed for the
very small sum of nearly IM.Mt.OM
and the majority of the American
people know of the source from
whence It came.

Prohibition not being an lsaue
when the "majority." or thirty-sevenor thirty-eight wiae men were
inducted Into office, there haa been
absolutely no actual vote on prohibition.Nor have the American peopleever voted that the Anti-Saloon
League should run the American
government. I also notice that Mr.
Wheeler states that the churches
have stood, and are standing, behindthe Anti-Saloon League, a fact
which doea not put the church in
a very good light, aa there never
yu a more crooked or dirtier piece
of legislation than that whlcB
brought about this so-called prohibition.1 think It the solemn duty
of the Incoming Republican administrationto make a thorough investigationInto the activitiea of the>-e
so-called reform leagues and partlea.
Not one of tv>M Democratic inveatigations.with which we are all

so familiar, but one that will give
the American public an Insight into
the real underlying agencies that
are such liberal sponsors of such
noble enterprises.
The voice of Patrick Henry. -Give

me liberty or give me death." lias
begun to echo and re-echo throughoutthis land o'f our*, and the
American people today are clamoringfor their liberties and privilegesthat are rightfully theirs, but
had no voice whatsoever in the matterwhen a mere handful of narrowminded.conceited, selfish, moneygraftingmen aaw fit to rob them
of that which every American citizenis entitled.liberty an4 personal
rights.
To place more pressure upon such

legislation aa the Volstead measure
would only be making a bad matter
worse. The Volstead act is nothingmore nor less than a breeder of
crime. There always haa been, is
now, and ever will be. a certain
element that has no regard for any
laws, no matter how Just those laws
may seem. But, under the present
legislation. In regard to certain
things, the average citlsen. as a

whole, haa become a law-breaker
merely because he not only believes,
but knows from a Just and conscientiousstandpoint, he is within his
Just and legal rights.
No law that trespasses on the inherentand legal rights of the peoplecan. or ever will, be respected

and kept inviolate. It would bankruptthe Treasury of the United
States to enforce prohibition among
the libertv-loving American people,
and. in my opinion, the surest and
most speedy means of obtaining
prohibition would be to remove ths
revenue tax from all distilled spirits.wines, malt liquors, and cordials.

I see the Rev. Mr. Upshaw. of
Georgia, has offered an amendment
to the Bolshevistic code of Volstead,
which already Is a disgrace to the
American government. It would be
equally as Just and reasonable to
enforce the "Blue Sunday" law on
those who see pleasure in attending
Sunday movies. Joy riding, etc. as
it would be to enforce auch a diabolicalmeasure as the Volstead act
on men and women who find pleasurein taking an occaaional drlna.
What is fair for the goose is also
fair for the gander. I am a sick
man. and at times need whifky as
a stimulant. I am allowed one pint
every ten days, but am put to all
Inconvenience, trouble and expense
possible in order to obtain it, and
then by doing so am violating the
Volstead act.

E. B. HOPKINS
Washington, D. C.

ON TAXES A M> THE HERALD.
To the Editor. The Wsshingtoa BenM
These are days when, as Sam

Blythe puta It. "Anyone who chances
to know that Adam Smith was tha
father of a work on political economyand not of a cough drop" feels
qualified to speak aa an expertDisclaimingany such qualities, may
I venture the opinion that between
Mr. Houston's request for a higher
tax on small incomes and Senator
McCumber's demand that we oat
down upon public work there is yet
another solution to the Treasury
deficit. That solution ilea over at
Geneva In the Ineffectual attempts
to bring about a program of disarmament.a program which can be
made effectual as soon aa United
States Joins the aaaoclation (the
word "league" would be lert-maj

sty.now) of nations. I fancy that
auch suggestion will, to say tha
leaat. be viewed with pessimism by
a certain family of exploalve manufacturers.whose war wealth haa
recently spread like a apllled barrelof molasses over the lnduatrlal
and financial fabric of our country.
And they'll see to It that their pessimismis shared by powerful newspaperseverywhere. But If some
good man and true, up on the Hill,
will ariae and voiea this aentlment
he will quickly find that he haa
echoed a hope that right now la
lying deep down In tha hearts of
millions and mllliona of tax-tired
people.
To change the subject: In tha

fourteen years that I have lived In
Washington I shared the perhaps
unfair but nevarthalaas pretty generalbelief that Tha Herald waan't
much of a nanspaper. Someone six
months ago persuaded me to subscribefor It In order that he might
win an automobile or a grand piano
or something or other. In that time
The Herald haa been a revelation
and delight to me It carries an
atmosphere of broad tolerance and
honesty of purpose which makes one
respect it even when dtaagreetng
Take the opinion of a former conntryeditor for what It may bo worth:
Tou are well on tha way to making
It one of the very best morning
papers In the United States.

DWIGHT T.rjCOTT.
Chevy Chaaa, B. CL


